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ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Ditchingham Village Hall 

Monday 20th May 2024 – 8.05 pm 
 

Councillors: Keith Weston (Chair), Brendon Bernard (Vice Chair), Angela Gifford, Fred Hartwell, Georgina 
Simmonds 
Clerk/RFO: Sally Chapman  
Also Present: Two members of the public 
 
Public Forum – for Members of the Public  
Village Issues 
DPC’s Cleaner gave a verbal report. Main points: 

- There are drug problems in the village. People are smoking drugs on the bench near the skate park and in 
the youth shelter. This problem has been reported many times. Cllrs suggested inviting the Police to the 
next meeting.                                                                                                                                                Action: Clerk 

- Hollow Hill Road near Lower Wells Close is going to be closed from 3rd June 2024. 
- A resident on Hollow Hill Road is parking on the pavement, making it unusable.                       Clerk to report 

 
Bridleways and Footpaths 
A parishioner spoke of the difficulties experienced while riding around Ditchingham and the local villages, 
especially: 

- The state of the bridleways, which are very overgrown and not cleared. 
- Dangerous road users and near misses. 
- The Broome Heath bridleway entrance being blocked by parked vehicles. 
- These issues have been reported to the Norfolk County Council Highways Department. 

  
External Reports  
No further reports 

MINUTES 
 

1. To Appoint a Chair  
Keith Weston was proposed and elected as Chair. 

 
2. To Appoint a Vice Chair 

Brendon Bernard was proposed and elected as Vice Chair. 
 

3. To Approve Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were Approved and Accepted from Cllr Evans-Hendrick. 
 

4. Declaration of Interests and Consider Requests for Dispensation  
None 
 

5. To Approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 18th March 2024 
The Minutes from the Meeting held on 18th March 2024 were confirmed unanimously as a True and Accurate 
record and signed by the Chair. 

 
6. Matters Arising 

None 
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7. To Consider Co-option to fill the Casual Vacancies  
None 
 

8. Finance 
a) To Approve the End of Year Accounts 2023/24 

Councillors unanimously Approved the End of Year Balance Sheet 2023/24 (as attached). 
b) To Approve the Internal Auditor’s Report for 2023/24 

Councillors Approved the Internal Auditor’s Report for 2023/24 and the Chair commended the Clerk 
for the excellent report with no Internal Audit recomendations. 

c) To Approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return Sections 1 & 2 2023/24 
Councillors unanimously Approved the Annual Audit Return and the Chair and RFO signed the Annual 
Audit Return Sections 1 & 2. 

d) To Appoint the Internal Auditor for 2024-25 
Councillors unanimously Resolved to appoint the Internal Auditor Trevor Brown for 2023-2024. 

e) To Receive the Current Financial & Budget Reports & Approve Receipts & Payments  
Councillors resolved unanimously to Approve the Finance & Budget Report and Receipts & Payments 
(attached). 

f) To Approve the Street Lights Energy Contract Quotations  
Councillors reviewed the Street Light Energy Quotations and Agreed unanimously to accept the 24-
month tariff.  
 

9. To Receive the Planning Applications & Decisions Report  
Cllrs considered the following applications: 
a) Ref. No: 2024/1455  

Erection of a single and two storey extension to rear and side of dwelling 
Barley Cottage Free Lane Ditchingham Norfolk NR35 2DW 
Received: Wed 15 May 2024 | Validated: Wed 15 May 2024 | Status: Pending Consideration 
Councillors Resolved to Respond with a Neutral decision and no comments. 

b) Ref. No: 2024/0982 
Single storey rear and side extensions and replacement garage 
97 Loddon Road Ditchingham Norfolk NR35 2RA 
Received: Tue 26 Mar 2024 | Validated: Mon 08 Apr 2024 | Status: Pending Consideration 
Councillors Resolved to respond with a Neutral decision with the following comments: 

- Tables are now placed outside the venue, which has reduced the parking spaces. Vehicles are now 
being parked on the road, endangering other road users. 

c) To Receive the Planning Applications & Decisions Report  
The Chair read out the list of Planning Applications & Decisions made since the last meeting. Full details 
are on DPC’s website: https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/planning 

 

10.  To receive Internal Reports from Committees (if required) 
a) Chair’s Report  

- The Chicken Roundabout Lectern – update 
   The Chair confirmed the Chicken Roundabout Lectern has been received and will be put in place       
   soon. 

b) Community Chair’s Report  
- Pride in Place Community Grant - Clean Up & Bloom - expenditure  
  The Chair asked the Community Committee to come up with some suggestions for spending the  
  SNC £300 grant.                                                                                                                               Action: AG 
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- Allotments – update 
  The Clerk informed that three allotments have changed hands recently for various reasons, and  
  there is no longer a waiting list. 

c) Planning & Highways Chair’s Report  
No further report. 

 

11.  To Note Correspondence Received 

a) Parishioners’ Emails re Bridleways 
As in the earlier Public Forum. 
 

12. To Consider Issues Not Decided by Committees  
a) Ditchingham Village Fete 7th July 2024 – update 
b) Cllr Simmonds gave an update on the Village Fete plans. Cllr Gifford and Cllr Hartwell agreed to man a 

DPC stand at the fete to encourage parishioners to become councillors. 
c) Village War Memorial– update 

Cllr Hartwell gave a progress report and confirmed that Earl Ferrers has given permission for the 
Village War Memorial to be placed on the village hall site. 
 

13. Any Other Business   
For discussion and information only, the Council may not make decisions on these items. 

a) The King’s Portrait 
DPC has received a King’s Portrait, which they donated to the village hall for display. 

b) Resignation 
Cllr Simmonds confirmed her resignation due to work commitments. The Chair thanked her for her 
contributions to the Parish Council. 
 

14.  To Receive items for the Next Agenda  
None 

 

15. To Confirm the Next Meeting Dates (Planning Meetings arranged as required)  

• Monday 15th July 2024 - 7.30 pm 

• Monday 16th September 2024 - 7.30 pm 

• Monday 18th November 2024 - 7.30 pm 
 

The meeting ended at 9:10 pm 
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8. e) Finance Report 
 

 
 
 

  



Ditchingham Parish Council 
 

 

Signed _____________________________                                                              Date ____________________ 
930 

 

8. e) Budget Report 2023-24 
 

 


