DITCHINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL              PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meetings


Ditchingham Parish Council Planning and Highways Advisory Committee (Not open to the public)

Note: Councillors, who are not members of this committee, were invited to attend and were able to join in the discussion. They did not have voting rights.

Monday 5th January 2015 at Ditchingham Village Hall at 7.00 pm

Members present: Cllrs Green, Mison, Mulley, Read and Weston (in the Chair)

Also in attendance Cllrs Kirkpatrick and Ogden

The following  planning application was considered:

Ref: SNC 2593

Location: Ditchingham Primary School, Rider Haggard Way, Ditchingham

Proposal: Relocation of Playgroup into a detached modular building on the Primary School site.

A lengthy discussion took place, mostly about the implications for traffic in Rider Haggard Way.

The Committee’s response to SNC could be recommend for approval; recommend for refusal or no comment. Cllrs voted as follows:
recommend for approval 3
recommend for refusal 0
no comment 1
abstentions 1

The decision was that the application be recommended for approval and that a number of comments (as follows) should accompany the response:

At the beginning and end of the school day traffic movements and parking can, currently, be quite chaotic in Rider Haggard Way, and there is some impact on the Loddon Road.

Councillors are concerned that this situation will be made worse if the Playgroup moves onto the school site.
If the planning application is approved as much as possible should be done to mitigate potential traffic dangers.
· Although some parents will have children at both school and playgroup it would probably be better if start and end times were staggered
· The managements of both school and playgroup should repeatedly remind the parents about traffic safety
· As many parking spaces as possible should be made available, in the school car park, for playgroup staff 
· South Norfolk Council should ensure that refuse collections do not coincide with peak traffic times at the school
· Planners should bear in mind the site allocations in the Local Plan. Twenty dwellings may be built, at some time in the future, on land to the north of Rider Haggard Way (site 579). The Plan indicates that entry and exit to this development would be via Hamilton Way which is opposite the school/playgroup site

Councillors noted the intention, in the plan, to move the memorial garden. The repositioning of this garden and other memorial planting should be done with great sensitivity.



THE ABOVE MEETING WAS  FOLLOWED BY:

Ditchingham Parish Council Planning and Highways  Committee (Open to the public)

Monday 5th January 2015 at Ditchingham Village Hall at 7.30 pm

No members of the public attended.

The Committee ratified the decision made in the closed meeting and the response was sent to SNC









