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Draft Minutes of Ditchingham Parish Council’s Meeting 

Monday 15th January 2018 at 7.30pm 

The Village Hall, Ditchingham 

 

Councillors present:  Keith Weston (Chair), Alan Larkin (Vice Chair, AL), Brendon 

Bernard (District Councillor, BB), Revd. Reg Kirkpatrick (RK) and Richard Mulley 

(RM). 

 

Clerk/RFO: Sally Chapman 

 

Also Present: 19 members of the public.  

 

 

Parishioner Question Time  

Proposed Land Development North of Rider Haggard Way  

Parishioners turned out in large numbers to express their concerns re a 

proposed housing development north of Rider Haggard Way. Issues were 

regarding a suggested access route via Hamilton Way. Parishioners stated there 

would be increased traffic, parking problems; it is a narrow road, has a blind 

junction and is near the primary school. Others objected to an approach via 

Waveney Road. Access via Thwaite Road was suggested as a better route. Cllrs 

informed the land had been earmarked for development for over 40 years on the 

District Council’s Local Plan. Cllrs discussed this issue at Point 11. 

 

A. External Reports 

County Councillor Stone 

CC Stone, not present, headlines read out full report: 

http://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/meetings/minutes 

District Councillor  

DC Bernard informed he would speak about Street Lighting Management at point 

12d.  

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 

1. To consider Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Taylor – apologies accepted.  

 

2. Declaration of Pecuniary Interests & Consider requests for Dispensation  

Cllr Mulley – point 6a pecuniary interest (wife’s salary). 

 

3. To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 20th November 2017 

Councillors resolved: The Minutes to be ‘taken as read and agreed as 

correct’ – unanimous. 

The Minutes were signed by the Chair upon completion of the meeting. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

a) To report matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda nor 

included in committee reports  

i) Bus Shelter and Signpost 

 

Action 

by: 
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The Chair informed of the quotes he received from Mr Robert Utting regarding 

the crossroad’s signpost (£457) and bus shelter (£487). 

Councillors resolved: To accept the quotes as given above – unanimous.  

ii) Lychgate 

Cllrs agreed a survey needed to be completed on the Lychgate to assess the 

extent of the repairs required before quotes could be sort. 

Councillors resolved: To commission a Lychgate survey – unanimous. 

iii) The Roundabout’s Wildflowers 

The Clerk was requested to contact Clink’s Care Farm re maintenance on the 

roundabout’s wildflowers. 

b) To Do List 

The Clerk read out the list of outstanding items requiring the Council’s attention 

and Councillors gave the Clerk an update. 

 

5. Co-option to fill Casual Vacancies 

No current requests. A parishioner expressed an interest and the Clerk to email 

details. 

 

6. Finance to: 

a) To receive the RFO’s Finance Report & Approve Cheques (Annex A) 

The RFO gave an up-to-date report on the Council’s finances since the last 

meeting.  

b) To receive the Budget Report 2017/18 (Annex B) 

The RFO summarised the budget report. No questions.  

Pecuniary Interest - Cllr Mulley abstained. 

Councillors resolved: To approve the Reports and Payments - carried.  

c) Precept Request Form 2018/19 

The Chair and Clerk signed the request form. 

 

7. To Approve the Amended Terms of Reference Policy 

C/F – still to be completed.  

 

8. To receive a report from the Planning and Highways Committee  

Planning Applications/Decisions (see report attached) 

Cllr Larkin reported the applications and decisions. 

 

9. To receive Internal Reports from Advisory Committees & Decision 

Committees  

a) Chair’s Report (see report attached) 

Main points: 

- Chair, Vice Chair & Clerk Meetings 

- New Neurological Unit at All Hallows 

- Emmaus AGM – The community leader retiring, Clerk to send a thank you 

letter. 

- Village Repairs 

- February’s Parishioner 

b) Planning and Highways Report  

- Litterpick – Cllrs discussed and agreed to hold this on 19th May 2018 at 

10.00am. Clerk to book room and equipment. 

c) Community Report (see report attached) 

Cllr Kirkpatrick gave a report - Main points: 

- Allotments 
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- Cemetery 

- The Dip – Clerk to request the banks are cut yearly in spring. (This will be a 

chargeable addition to the contract). 

- Thwaite Road Play Area 

- Thanks to Mr & Mrs R. Mulley and Mr Paul Austin 

d) Finance & Resources Report 

The Chair gave a report - Main points: 

- Clerk’s Appraisal – Confidential but appraisees disclosed that objectives had 

been met and the Clerk continued to give a first-rate service to the Council. 

New objectives were set. 

Councillors resolved: To raise the Clerk’s pay scale one point to SP33 – 

unanimous. 

- SAM2 Funding 

Cllrs discussed the funding and costs. 

Councillors resolved: Council to fund 100% if not successful with the 

50/50 Partnership Grant – carried. 

 

10.  Hastoe Housing Affordable Homes 

The Chair spoke of the ‘rural exception’ proposal from Hastoe re approx. 12 low 

cost houses for Ditchingham residents. DPC has received an email from Hastoe 

Housing stating: 

‘As discussed at meeting, the sisters had only gone forward for an exception 

site based on Hastoe submitting an open market planning application if the 

exception site was approved. As discussed by all councillors, and I agreed but 

the chances of open market site approval is not likely but there is always the 

possibility of approval Hastoe will first seek exception site approval then if 

successful submit an open market application, if or when that is rejected then 

we will take forward the original exception scheme’. 

Cllrs discussed and agreed the ‘open market planning application’ had not been 

mentioned and was not agreed at the November meeting, only a ‘rural 

exception for Ditchingham residents.’ The Chair agreed to draft and circulate, a 

letter to Hastoe Housing reinforcing what Council agreed. 

 

11.  Land Development North of Rider Haggard Way 

Cllrs agreed a letter should be sent to the Planning Consultants, the land owner 

and SNC voicing the Cllrs’ and Parishioners’ concerns (as point A) and 

requesting the access road be via Thwaite Road. The Chair agreed to circulate a 

draft. 

 

12.  Issues not decided by Committees: 

a) Chicken Roundabout Sculpture by Black Dog Arts 

No update. 

b) Future Yard Sale - Sunday 3rd June 2018 

Chair to email all participants of the last Yard Sale. 

c) The Maltings Amenity Area update 

Trees have been planted. 

d) Management of Street Lighting 

Cllr Bernard and the Chair informed of the Cabinet’s decision for the future 

management of Street lighting currently maintained by SNC to be handed to 
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DPC. Cllrs discussed the cost and implications and requested Cllr Bernard to 

obtain a map of the 96 lights in question to discuss further at the next meeting. 

SNC is consulting and further information should be received shortly. 

 

13.  Correspondence 

- Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine 

 

14.  Urgent Other Business 

- Clerk to ask Mr Alan Nobbs to add a binding to the tarmac to the slope and    

 remind Mr Broughton for the handrail joints. 

 

15.  Items for Next Agenda 

- Councillor Training 

- To Approve the Amended Terms of Reference Policy 

 

16.  Date and Time of the Next Meeting 

- Monday 19th March 2018 at 7.30pm 

Planning Meetings arranged as required. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm 

 

 

The following attached reports and papers should be 

regarded as part of the minutes: 
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Annex A 
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Annex B 
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7. Planning and Highways Committee Report 

Planning Applications/Decisions  

Applications 

Demolition and part demolition of outbuildings, conversion of existing barn to garage and 

fitness room, new attached garage building, extension to dwelling, internal and external 

alterations and new rooms in attic, conversion of office to study.  

The Old Granary Hall Farm Belsey Bridge Road Ditchingham Norfolk NR35 2JT  

Ref. No: 2017/2519 and 2520 | Received: Mon 30 Oct 2017 | Validated: Wed 22 Nov 

2017 | Status: Pending Decision  

 

Decisions 

Appl Number: 2017/2541 and 2599 

App Type:  Householder 

Parish: Ditchingham 

Applicant: Mr Alan Foyster 

Location: 14 Thwaite Road Ditchingham Norfolk NR35 2QH 

Proposal: Replacement of windows with white coated aluminium windows to front 

elevation 

Decision: Approval with Conditions Delegated Date of decision: 18 December 2017 

Appl Number: 2017/2441 

App Type: Change of Use 

Parish: Ditchingham 

Applicant: Mr S Cundy 

Location: Waveney Valley Business Park Falcon Lane Ditchingham Norfolk 

Proposal: Change of use from agricultural storage to commercial storage (B8) – THIS 

APPLICATION WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE BROADS AUTHORITY – BA/2017/0364/CU. 

Decision: Approval with Conditions   Date of decision: 27 November 2017 

 

 

9.a) Chair’s Report - January 2018 

 

These reports enable me to update the Council on any relevant activity by the Chair 

between meetings. 

 

The meetings, of the Chair and the Clerk, that the Council agreed should be held, in the 

months when there is no full meeting, have taken place. I am grateful to Cllr. Larkin for 

attending too. The meetings have been very beneficial, enabling us to keep on top of 

Council business without waiting for the next Council. The three attendees have always 

prepared in advance and the meetings have been efficient.  

 

On 7th December I represented the Council when I attended the opening of the new 

Neurological Unit at All Hallows Hospital. It is an exceptional facility of which the hospital 

is, rightly, proud. 

 

On 14th December I represented the Council when I attended the AGM of Emmaus 

Norfolk and Waveney (previously called “Emmaus Norwich at Ditchingham.”) The 

community is in good shape and on a sound financial footing. Cathy Hembry, the present 

community leader, is leaving and her successor has been appointed.  

I have recently met with Robert Utting with a view to using his services to refurbish the 

iron signpost at the crossroads; create a concrete base for a new memorial bench in the 

cemetery, repaint the bus shelter and carry out repairs to the lychgate. 

 

https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=OYN9MYOQ00W00&activeTab=summary
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=OYN9MYOQ00W00&activeTab=summary
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=OYN9MYOQ00W00&activeTab=summary
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I have not sent a DPC article for the February “Parishioner” as the editor, Simon Wilkin, 

has been ill. We shall need to advertise for Yard Sale participants in the March issue. In 

the meantime, if the Council wants me to, I could Email those people who took part last 

time to see if they want to express an interest. 

 

 

 

9.c) Community Report - 15th January 2018 

 

Allotments: 

It is fairly quiet on the allotments in preparation for the spring. 

It was with sadness that a long-time allotment holder passed away, Mr John Wingfield 

It has been agreed that we will refund his fees for this year to his widow. 

The allotments continue to be well used and we are grateful to councillor Larkin who 

continues to report on any issues that need addressing. We will advertise the vacant 

plots, but we will continue to monitor use. 

Cemetery: 

This continues to be well maintained. The clerk has confirmed the lots in relation to our 

plan. 

We will continue to monitor for moles. 

The Lych gate will continue to be checked as we have funds set aside for major 

refurbishment at the next decoration cycle. 

The Dip: 

This area continues to be well used even in the cold weather.  

The goals were moved again. We are grateful to the councillor Mulley who undertakes 

this and or thanks him for reseeding the goal areas. There will be another bench placed 

at the top of the sloped path. 

Thwaite Road Play Area:  

This area is well used even on these cold days and much appreciated by many families.   

The play equipment is inspected regularly and our thanks to Mr Paul Austin who carries 

out through inspections on both play areas. 

We are still waiting for the work to be carried out on the mound platform, and hope this 

will be completed before spring we are grateful for the time spent by the clerk chasing 

quotes. 

We will continue to look at ways to improve the facilities for the parishioners and 

consider any suggestion that come forward. 

Our thanks continue to go to councillor Mulley for the odd jobs carried out on behalf of 

the council and Paul Austin keeping our village so tidy. 

 

Community Committee Chair: R.A. Kirkpatrick   
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9.d) Finance & Resources Report 

 

DITCHINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

December 2017 report from Finance and Resources Committee  

(for January 2018 meeting) 

 

 

Meeting held on 14th December 2017. The meeting was not public because the only item 

on the agenda was the Annual Appraisal of Clerk to the Parish Council. 

 

Meeting attended by Chair, Vice Chair and one other Committee Chair (Cllr. Kirkpatrick) 

Sally Chapman also attended.                                                                         

 

Appraisee: Sally Chapman (SC)            Appraisers: Alan Larkin (AL), Keith Weston (KW) 

 

Introduction: The appraisal took the form of a question and answer session with 

discussion. There was a good mix of self-review, of the role and of performance, 

feedback and the setting of future objectives. SC had again completed a very useful 

“appraisal preparation form.” 

The details of the appraisal are confidential to SC, KW and AL however, the following can 

be reported: 

 

AL and KW believe Sally is a real asset, providing the Council with an effective RFO and 

Clerk. 

 

The appraisers recommend that, with Sally’s further growth in experience, additional 

training and her successful appraisal, she should move up to the next point on her pay 

scale. 

 

A formal proposal to this effect will be tabled at the January 2018 meeting. 

 

 

Keith Weston 

Chair of Ditchingham Parish Council Finance & Resources Committee 

12.01.2018  

 

 

 

 

 


