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Signed: __    (Chair)                              Date:  

Meeting Minutes 
Monday 16th September 2019 

7.30pm 
The Village Hall, Ditchingham 

 
 

 

Councillors present:  Alan Larkin (Chair), Brendon Bernard (District Councillor/Vice Chair, BB), Ben Holloway 
(BH), Corrine Layton (CL), Alf Skippen (AS), Charlie Taylor (CT)  
 
Clerk/RFO: Sally Chapman 
 
Also Present: 5 Parishioners & County Councillor Margaret Stone 

 
PUBLIC MEETING 
A. Parishioner Question Time  

- A parishioner voiced his concerns over street lights in Green Lane. The Chair assured him 
no street lights would be removed without resident consultation. 
- Open manholes on Hollow Hill Road and non-working lights in the bus shelter and 
phonebox library were reported by another parishioner.  

 

Action 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

B. External Reports 
County Councillor Margaret Stone and District Councillor Brendon Bernard both sent a 
report and read out the main points. Full reports: 
https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/meetings/minutes. 
 
The Chair read out CC Stone’s report, as she was not present until later in the meeting. CC 
Stone agreed to support the local bus route problem raised by the Chair of Broome Parish 
Council (if contacted directly) and also requested any Parish Partnership funding 
applications before the end of year. 
 

 

MAIN MEETING 
1. To consider Apologies for Absence 

None 
 

 

2. Declaration of Interests & Consider requests for Dispensation  
6.c) Non-pecuniary Interest - Cllr Bernard Member of the Village Hall Committee. 
 

 

3. To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 15th July 2019 
Councillors resolved the Minutes to be ‘taken as read and agreed as correct’. 
The Minutes were duly signed and dated by the Chair. 
 

 

4. Matters Arising 
To report matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda nor included in the 
committee reports 
a) To Do List 
The Chair and Clerk read out a list of items presently being dealt with. 
 

 

5. Co-option to fill Casual Vacancies 
None 

 
 

https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/meetings/minutes
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6. Finance 

a) To receive the Finance & Budget Report and Approve Cheques (reports attached) 
The RFO gave a report of all activities since the last meeting. 
Cllrs resolved to approve the Finance Reports, Receipts and Payments.  

b) To receive the External Auditors Report (attached) 
The Chair read out the External Auditors Report and informed there were no advisories 
or issues outstanding. Cllrs thanked the R.F.O. for all her hard work. 

c) To consider a Proposal for additional S106 monies for Village Hall extension 
(Cllr Bernard Member of the Village Hall Committee - non-pecuniary Interest and did 
not vote) 
The Chair advised Cllrs there is approximately £9-£10,000 un-allocated S106 monies 
and this would be returned if not used for a project in Ditchingham and recommended 
the remaining money to be used for the Village Hall Extension. 
Cllrs resolved to allocate all the remaining S106 monies to the Village Hall Extension – 
carried. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

7. Policies  
a) Highways Policy – Amendments  
Cllrs approved the amendments to the policy attached. 
 

 

8. To receive a report from the Planning and Highways Committee  
Planning Applications/Decisions (report attached) 
a) Cllr Larkin reported the applications and decisions since the last meeting. 

 
 
 
 

9. To receive Internal Reports from Advisory Committees & Decision Committees  
a) Chair’s Report 

The Chair officially thanked the Clerk and Councillors for all their work on the various 
projects and activities over the last few months. 

b) Community  
The Chair read out his report and answered questions (report attached).  
Cllr Taylor was thanked for mending the Cheyne Walk fence. 

c) Finance & Resources  
The Chair informed Cllrs there was £189 CIL money in the reserves and this would be 
returned if not spent. SNC has agreed it could be spent on 5,000 Crocuses on the 
Chicken Roundabout to be planted this autumn for spring flowering. 
Cllrs approved to purchase 5,000 Crocus from the CIL money for Chicken Roundabout. 

d) Planning & Highways 
Posters 
The Chair informed excessive posters, which were put up without permission had been 
removed and another community group had been asked to remove their out-of-date 
posters. 
SAM2  

Cllr Holloway gave a report (attached) and answered questions on the SAM2 locations 

and speeds throughout the village. 

Street Lamps 
Cllrs reported a non-working street lamp in Woods Close (no. 4) and half a lamp post 
on the crossroads near the shop. Clerk to report. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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10.  Consider Issues not decided by Committees 
a) Chicken Roundabout Sculptures  

No update 
b) Tree Warden Report 

No issues and the saplings will be delivered in late autumn. 
 
 

c) Community Notice Board 
Some issues to be rectified before payment and an agreement is being drawn up with 
the Guardian of the noticeboard. 

d) Community Speed Watch 
Cllr Layton reported she had now 5 volunteers and the training should take place in 
November. 

e) Councillor Training 
The Clerk advised NALC’s in-house training will take place on the 9th October 2019 at 
7pm and six places had been filled. Other local Councils will be contacted and the spare 
places offered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

11. Correspondence 
a) Emails from Parishioners general questions re Street Lamps adoption. 
b) Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine. 
c) Email from Broome Parish Council re meeting Bus Charcoal Line service X41. The Chair 
offered to attend. 
 

 
 
 

Chair 

12. Urgent Other Business  
None 
 

 
 

13. Items for Next Agenda 
None 

 

 

14.  To confirm the Dates of the Next Year’s Meetings 

• Monday 18th November 2019 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th January 2020 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 16th March 2020 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 18th May 2020 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th July 2020 at 7.30pm 
 

Planning Meetings arranged as required. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 

The following attached reports and papers should be 
regarded as part of the minutes 
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6.a) Finance & Budget Reports  
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6.b) External Auditors Report 
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7. a) Highways Policy – Amendments  

 
  
 
  



         Ditchingham Parish Council                 673 

 

Signed: __    (Chair)                              Date:  

 
8. Planning and Highways Committee Planning Applications/Decisions 

Ref. No: 2019/1767 
Details of conditions 3 – contamination assessment phase I & II, 4 – percolation test results and 5 – 
drainage layout of 2019/0561  
69 Loddon Road Ditchingham NR35 2RA 
Received: Tue 03 Sep 2019 | Validated: Mon 09 Sep 2019 
Status: Pending Consideration 

 

Ref. No: 2019/1676 
Notification for Prior Approval for a proposed change of use and associated building works of an 
agricultural building to three dwellings (QA and QB)  
Barns North Of Hall Farm Belsey Bridge Road Ditchingham Norfolk 
Received: Thu 15 Aug 2019 | Validated: Fri 23 Aug 2019 | Status: Pending Consideration 

 

Ref. 2019/1387 
Applicant: Mrs Cecile Roberts 
Location: Emmaus House Belsey Bridge Road Ditchingham Norfolk NR35 2DZ 
Proposal: Erection of 2x timber buildings 
Copies of the submitted plans can be viewed on-line at: 
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PU7KSIOQLD800 
Status: Pending Consideration 

 

https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PX92JPOQMF100&activeTab=summary
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PX92JPOQMF100&activeTab=summary
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PWBO01OQ0GO00&activeTab=summary
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PWBO01OQ0GO00&activeTab=summary
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PU7KSIOQLD800
https://info.south-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PU7KSIOQLD800
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9.b) Community Committee Report 16th September 2019 

Please find below my report compiled on Thursday 12th September 2019.  

 
Allotments 
The Allotments renewal is due on 01st October 2019 for the next year. We have a waiting list of 
three parishioners. Letters have been sent out to two allotment holders who have not tended the 
allotment this year causing them to be overgrown. Another is part overgrown. We have had 
complaints that fires on the allotments have caused problems to residents on Norwich Road. This is 
being monitor and a letter will be included with letter requesting rent for the coming year. 
 
Cemetery 
The Cemetery looks good. Not aware of any issues. We did have a Parishioner who complained that 
the grass was long in between the graves. Clinks Care Farm was contacted who confirmed they had 
cut all the grass. The Parishioner has recently sent an email confirming that is in a tidy state and 
thank the Parish Council for maintaining it in good order. 
 
The Dip 
The Dip looks in a reasonably good state.  At the recent fair we did see a car drive down the slip 
road, at the All Hallows end, into the Skate Park before turning onto the field. If someone was using 
the ramp there could have been a serious accident. I would recommend that a barrier be put across 
the bottom of the slip road before the Skate Park. This would also stop people parking on it. The 
field has been booked for Saturday 28th September. 
 
Thwaite Road Play Area 
Area looks generally in good shape. Some repair work has been carried out on a climbing frame. 
 
Chicken Roundabout 
Waiting for response from Black Dog Arts reference chickens decided at a previous meeting. Bobbie 
Watchom is waiting for a response from Highway Department. Sadly the wild flowers have died 
away and the roundabout has been tidied. We have asked Clinks Care Farm to state whether 5,000 
crocuses could be planted around the edge in front of the wild flower beds.  
 
Maltings Amenity Space 
Area between beck and A143 still looks like waste land although Broads Authority comment is that it 
is a good environmental area. The Beck is now full of weeds again. Rest is looking like a field with cut 
grass path that could not be used by invalid chair or baby buggy.  Still waiting for an update from 
Broads authority and P J Livesey to confirm that they are working to the latest management plan for 
the area. We have been contacted by a Maltings Resident requesting if we could help concerning the 
state of the Amenity Area. A meeting is being proposed to discuss this with hopefully other residents 
taking part. 
 
Cheyne Walk 
Generally, in good shape. Path is fine, however there are a few posts that are slightly loose, but I do 
not feel there should be any concerns.  
 
A143 Ditchingham Pedestrian Crossing 
A request has been made to Gary Overland, Highway Engineer if he could investigate the possibility 
of additional signs and lighting for this area after the recent accident. 
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We will continue to look at ways to improve the facilities for the parishioners and consider any 
suggestion that come forward. 
 
Our thanks go to people for the odd jobs carried out on behalf of the council and Paul Austin keeping 
our village so tidy. We would also like to thank Mrs Mulley who is the village cleaner of the bus 
shelter, phone box, lychgate and anything else that needs cleaning. 
 
Community Committee Chair:  
A. E. Skippen 
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9.d) SAM2 Report

 


