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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Ditchingham Village Hall 

Monday 18th September – 7.30 pm 
 

Councillors: Keith Weston (Chair), Brendon Bernard (Vice Chair), Angela Gifford, Andrew Evans-Hendrick & 
Georgina Simmonds 

 
Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO): Sally Chapman  
Also Present: Twelve members of the public 
 
Public Forum – for Members of the Public  
Several parishioners attended the meeting to report speeding in Waveney Road and Rider Haggard Way, mainly 
going to and from the new Hamilton Way development. Cllrs discussed various ideas to reduce speeding including: 

• Speed Awareness Machine (SAM2) – the Clerk confirmed she has already received permission to site the 
SAM2 in this location from Norfolk County Council (NNC) 

• Additional signs and speed roundels on the road 
 
External Reports  
No reports 

MINUTES 
 
1. To Approve Apologies for Absence  

None 
 

2. Declaration of Interests and Consider Requests for Dispensation  
None 
 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 24th July 2023  
The Minutes from the Meetings held on 24th July 2023 were confirmed unanimously as a true and accurate 
record and signed by the Chair. 
 

4. Matters Arising 
From the minutes not on the agenda, nor included in the committee reports. 
None 

 
5. To Consider Co-option to fill the Casual Vacancies  

None 
 

6. Finance 
a) External Auditors Report and Certificate 2022/23 

The Chair read out the External Report and Certificate 2023 (as attached). The Chair and Cllrs thanked 
the Clerk for her diligence in the Parish Council’s affairs.  

b) To Receive the Current Financial & Budget Reports & Approve Receipts & Payments  
The current bank statement and reports were signed by the Chair. Cllr Bernard asked several questions 
re the accounts, payments and reserves. 
Councillors unanimously resolved to approve the Finance & Budget Report and Receipts & Payments 
(attached). 
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c) To Consider a Dog Waste Bin at the Community Orchard – c/f 
d) Allotment Renewals 

The Clerk confirmed she had sent out the allotment payment requests for the next year.  
e) Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Day – update 

A donation of £20.00 has been made to The Royal British Legion instead of purchasing another wreath, 
as last year’s is still in good condition.  

f) Community Orchard Gate Sign  
Mr Charlie Taylor has donated an Oak board for the Community Orchard gate sign and arranged the 
lettering which cost £120.00. Cllrs thanked Mr Taylor for the lovely sign which will be appreciated for 
many years.  

g) Play Area & Handyman Repairs – update 
The Clerk advised of the work the handyman has completed recently, including repairing the village 
sign base and laying slabs around it.  

h) Wayleave Payments 
The Clerk informed she discovered in the files some old Wayleave agreements for which DPC had not 
received payment, this is now being claimed. 
 

7. Street Lamps 
a) Emails re street lamps 5-11 Beevors Gardens 

The Clerk circulated to Cllrs emails regarding the removal of two street lamps in Beevors Gardens. 
b) To Receive information from the Clerk re possible change to Precept 

The Clerk circulated information on how it would affect the 2024-25 precept if two or four street 
lamps were replaced and the cost added to the precept. 

c) Decision replacing Street Lamps (2) in Beevors Gardens and Green Lane 
Cllrs resolved unanimously to replace two street lamps, one in Beevors Gardens and one in Green Lane 
and to use funds from the Street Light Energy Reserve.                                                               Action: Clerk 

d) To Consider the following Amendment to the Street Lamp Policy 
Cllrs resolved unanimously to adopt the following amendment to the Street Lamp Policy:  
1.7 Decisions to decommission lamps will only be made following discussions between the Chair of 
Planning & Highways, one other Councillor and Clerk.                                                                  Action: Clerk 

 
8. Planning and Highways 

a) To Receive the Planning Applications & Decisions Report  
The Chair read out the list of Planning Applications & Decisions since the last meeting. The full list is on 
DPCs website: https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/planning 

 
9.  To receive Internal Reports from Committees (if required) 

a) Chair’s Report  
No further report. 

b) Community Chair’s Report  
The Chair read out her report and answered comments (attached). 
Cllrs asked the Clerk to ask the grounds contractors to cut the top of Cheyne Walk.             Action: Clerk 

c) Planning & Highways Chair’s Report  
- Hamilton Way Speeding and to Consider Additional SAM2 Locations 
   As discussed in the public session above. 
- Dangerous Crossing at Pirnhow Street, Ditchingham – c/f 
- Chicken Roundabout Lectern – c/f 
 

10.  To Note Correspondence Received  
a) St. Mary’s Ditchingham Parochial Church Council (PCC) email – Churchyard Maintenance 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=aed550295f55a591JmltdHM9MTY4NzMwNTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0yNmU3NTk1YS05ZTVhLTYyZjAtMjRlNS00YTU3OWYyMjYzNTgmaW5zaWQ9NTc1NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=26e7595a-9e5a-62f0-24e5-4a579f226358&u=a1L3Nob3A_cT1wb3BweSt3cmVhdGhzK2ZvcityZW1lbWJyYW5jZStkYXkmRk9STT1TSE9QUEEmb3JpZ2luSUdVSUQ9NUM4NjYzNkM1Q0FENDg0OEE3MDNFOTMwOUM4MUYwNkU&ntb=1
https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/planning
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DPC has received a letter from the PCC complaining about the maintenance of the churchyard and 
requesting a meeting. DPC maintains the grass paths and a yearly clearance.  
The Clerk has emailed the PCC to ask for a copy of the documentation to prove it is a closed 
churchyard and a copy of the formal transfer letter served on DPC on its closure, as she cannot find 
any records of the agreement.  Parish Councils do not have any powers to maintain an open 
churchyard.  

 
11. To Consider Issues Not Decided by Committees  

a) Hollow Hill Community Orchard  
Cllr Bernard informed the grass and hedges have now been cut and the signs will be put up soon. 

b) Parish Partnership Bid Suggestions  
None 

c) Anti-social behaviour in The Dip  
Cllrs discussed and will discuss the cost of having the Youth Shelter moved and an additional light over 
the skatepark.                                                                                                                      Action: Chair/BB/Clerk 

d) Green Lane – update 
The Chair advised: 

• NCC has filled some potholes on Green Lane 

• NCC has stated via email they will not put up a fence to divide Green Lane from Broome 
Heath’s entrance 

• DPC will replace one street lamp 

• The Chair will facilitate a meeting between NCC Highways, Ditchingham Estate, two Green 
Lane residents and the Clerk in October to discuss any further issues 

 
12. Any Other Business   
For discussion and information only, the Council may not make decisions on these items. 

a) Defibrillator 
The Clerk informed the Community First Responder has advised the defibrillator is missing from the 
cabinet and will make enquiries to locate it. 

b) Village Sign War Memorial Plaques 
Cllr Evans-Hendrick informed he has contacted numerous businesses in Ditchingham to ask if they 
could support the cost of the plaques to remember the fallen from Ditchingham. He has received 
some positive responses and will continue to look for support and funding.  
 

13.  To Receive items for the Next Agenda  
a) Budget & Precept Setting 

The Clerk asked Cllrs to advise well before the next meeting if they have any projects for funding to be 
added into the next budget. 

 
14. To Confirm the Next Meeting Dates (Planning Meetings arranged as required)  

• Monday 20th November 2023 at 7.30 pm 
 

The meeting ended at 9.33 pm 
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6. Finance 
 

a) External Auditors Report and Certificate 2022/23 
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6.b) Finance Report 
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6.b) Budget Report 
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9.b) Community Chair’s Report  
 
September 2023  
 
There have been negative and positive comments about The Dip over the last few weeks.  
 
The negative ones around the amount of glass, alcohol cans, etc that are accumulating in the ‘Youth Shelter’. 
 
Positive ones have been about the game of football that took place on The Dip, a game where several people both 
young and old were taking part and enjoying – how the area should be used.  
 
The cemetery is overgrown and access to some of the graves would mean, if early morning dew was about or there 
had been a shower, would mean wet feet and legs for those coming to change flowers, for example. I will bring 
photos. About five weeks ago I walked the path on Hollow Hill Rd and nettles and briars were beginning to spring up 
again. I will take photos this weekend.  
 
 
Angela Gifford 
Community Committee Chair 
 


