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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Ditchingham Village Hall 

Monday 21st November 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

Councillors: Keith Weston (Vice Chair), Brendon Bernard, Yvonne Daplyn 
Clerk/RFO: Sally Chapman  
Also Present: Four parishioners 
 

 
Public Forum – for Members of the Public  

1. A parishioner reported blocked drains on the slip road off Hollow Hill Road.                                            Clerk to Report 
2.  

External Reports  
County Councillor Barry Stone sent apologies and a report and District Councillor Brendon Bernard sent a report: 
https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/meetings 

 

MINUTES 

1. To consider Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Green and Cllr Gifford. 
Cllr Weston Chaired the meeting. 

 
2. Declaration of Interests and Consider Requests for Dispensation  

None 
 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 3rd October 2022  
The Minutes from the Meetings held on 3rd October 2022 were confirmed unanimously as a true and accurate 
record and were signed by the Chair.  
The Chair thanked the Clerk for her excellent minutes. 

 
4. Matters Arising 

From the minutes not on the agenda, nor included in the committee reports. 
a) Noticeboard  

The Chair informed the new noticeboard is now in place, the old noticeboards have been removed 
(with thanks to Cllrs and parishioners) and there are sections for the Church, Council and Community 
notices. The Chair said he would photograph the new noticeboard for The Parishioner Magazine 
advising parishioners of its availability for use.                                                                                  Action: KW 

 
5. To consider Co-option to fill the Casual Vacancies  

Mrs Georgina Simmonds applied for co-option and gave a brief résumé. 
Councillors resolved unanimously to co-opt Mrs Simmonds onto the Council and gave her a warm welcome.  

Mrs Simmonds signed the Acceptance of Office document and joined the meeting. 

 
6. Finance 

a) To Receive the Current Financial & Budget Reports & Approve Receipts & Payments  
Councillors approved unanimously the Finance & Budget Reports and the Receipts & Payments as 
attached and to move £10,000 from the General Reserve to the Energy Reserve.  

b) To Note the NALC/NJC Clerk's Salary Increase (confidential) 
Cllrs noted the Clerk’s contractual salary increase. 
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c) To Approve the Budget and Precept 2023-24 
Cllrs discussed the recommendations from the Finance & Resources (Advisory) Committee and 
resolved to approve the Budget and Precept 2023-24 as attached. 
The Clerk was requested to ask SNC if Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money could be spent on 
street lamps.                                                                                                                                          Action: Clerk 

d) To Consider Street Light Energy Quotations  
Councillors approved unanimously the SSE six-month term quotation of £2,094.89 commencing 1st 
December 2022. 
No longer term contracts are available at this present time. 

e) To Consider Tree Works Quotations  
Councillors resolved to accept McCarthy Tree Services quotation of £2,400 to completed the work as 
specified in the recent tree survey for trees needing work within the next 12 months.  

f) Play Area Equipment  
The Chair advised (with thanks to Cllrs and parishioners): 
- Picnic Benches – now assembled and in Thwaite Road Play Area. 
- Drapers Lane Bench – now in place at Drapers Lane bus stop. 
- Roundabout Refurbishment/Replacement c/f  

g) Daffodil Planting 
Half of the Daffodils have been planted by volunteers in Thwaite Road Play Area, although they should 
have been on The Dip’s banks! The rest of the Daffodils will be planted on Chicken roundabout.  

h) Funding for the Hollow Hill Conservation Area 
County Councillor Barry Stone has agreed to give a £1,000 grant to complete this project. Cllrs gave 
thanks to Cllr Stone. 

 
7. Chicken Roundabout Memorial  

Cllrs agreed to review NCC Highways Chicken Roundabout memorial proposal.                              Action: BB/Clerk 
 

8. To Approve Policies 
a) Financial Regulations Recommendation 1 from the Internal Audit 

Councillors approved the Online Banking Procedure as advised from the Internal Auditor. 
 

9. Planning and Highways 
a) To Receive the Planning Applications & Decisions Report  

The Chair read out the list of Planning Applications & Decisions since the last meeting, full list on the 
website: https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/planning-applications 

b) Trees  
Cllrs reported numerous trees have been cut down at a property on Norwich Road and asked the Clerk to 
investigate.                                                                                                                                                    Action: Clerk 

 
10.  To receive Internal Reports from Committees (if required) 

a) Chair’s Report  
No report 

b) Community Chair’s Report  
No report 

c) Planning & Highways Chair’s Report  
- Dangerous Crossing at Pirnhow Street and Ditchingham Pavements 
Cllr Weston advised he had a meeting with NCC Highways Engineer Gary Overland and County Cllr 
Barry Stone in respect of the dangerous crossing for pedestrians at the junction of Pirnough Street and 
Ditchingham Dam and to discuss the condition of Ditchingham’s pavements (see report attached and 
NCC Response).  The Clerk was asked to contact the Maltings Management Committee.     

 Action: KW/Clerk 
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11. To Consider Issues Not Decided by Committees  
a) Hollow Hill Conservation Area  

Cllr Bernard informed 30 Oak and fruit trees have been ordered for planting in January with wildflower 
seeds. The current grounds maintenance contractor has facilities to water the trees, if necessary, in 
the spring time. Cllr Bernard suggested forming a parishioner committee to help maintain this area 
and to advertise in The Parishioner magazine.                                                                                Action: Clerk 

b) Norfolk Wildlife Trust 
The NWT volunteers have cleared brambles in Thwaite Road Play Area to plant trees this autumn and 
will be contacted soon re next year’s ground maintenance schedule.  

c) Revised Parliamentary Boundaries 2023 
A revised proposal has been received suggesting Ditchingham and Earsham Ward may be moved from 
South Norfolk constituency to a new Waveney Valley constituency – to be confirmed. 

d) ‘Warm Spaces’ Provision 
The Chair advised the Warm Spaces Provision has been discussed with the Village Hall Committee and 
a local group but there are not enough volunteers to run this provision regularly. It will be 
reconsidered if enough volunteers come forward.  

 
12.  To note Correspondence Any Received  

a) Clerks and Councillors Direct Magazine 
 

13. Any Other Business   
For discussion and information only, the Council may not make decisions on these items. 

a) Commemorative Poppy Wreath  
A poppy wreath and four crosses were placed on Ditchingham’s village sign on 11th November 
Armistice Day.  

b) Parishioner’s Request for a Village War Memorial 
Information and photographs from a parishioner were circulated and Cllrs discussed making the village 
sign into a Village War Memorial similar to Broome Parish Council’s. The Clerk was asked to obtain 
some quotes.                                                                                                                                         Action: Clerk 
- Defibrillator Training 

The Clerk advised she has been offered some defibrillator training for Cllrs and will arrange a course 
in the new year.                                                                                                                                Action: Clerk 

 
14.  To Receive items for the Next Agenda  

a) Ground Maintenance Contract Renewal 
b) Norfolk Wildlife Proposals 
c) Ditchingham United Charities Trustees 

 
15. To Confirm the Next Meeting Dates (Planning Meetings arranged as required)  

• Monday 16th January 2023 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th March 2023 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 15th May 2023 at 7.30pm – Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parish Council Meeting 

• Monday 17th July 2023 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 18th September 2023 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th November 2023 at 7.30pm 
 

The meeting ended at 9.00pm 
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6.a) Finance and Budget Reports 
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6.c) Budget and Precept 2023-24 
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10.c) - Dangerous Crossing at Pirnhow Street and Ditchingham Pavements Report 
 

DITCHINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
Planning and Highways Committee  

Report on Meeting in Respect of Dangerous Crossing for Pedestrians at  
Junction of Pirnough Street and Ditchingham Dam and in Respect of Condition of Ditchingham’s pavements  

 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 8th November 2022  
Present: Gary Overland (NCC Highways Engineer), Barry Stone (County Cllr.), Keith Weston. (Also, in attendance – Liz 
Weston)  
 
Crossing at the Junction of Pirnough Street and Ditchingham Dam is dangerous because pedestrians need to deal 
with traffic coming over the bridge to their right and with traffic from their left. It is difficult to see the former 
without venturing into the road (especially difficult if buggies, wheelchairs Etc. are involved.) Traffic from Pirnough 
Street is obscured by the brick wall, railings and vegetation (on the railings.) The hazard would be mitigated if the 
vegetation was removed from the railings and if the wall was changed to a dwarf wall with open railings.   
 
Gary Overland said, “The wall, the railings and the plants are already there and it is not a NCC Highways matter.” I 
asked if it would be a Highways matter if there were a fatality on the highway here. I think this was regarded as a 
rhetorical question; it wasn’t. Gary suggested we write to the owners of Riverside Maltings to seek a solution. I will 
work with our Parish Clerk to action this.  
 
Regarding the pavements: Some of the hazards I made NCC aware of at the turn of the year have been made safe; 
several others remain bad. Gary Overland said, “Some of the work has been done; some has still to be done. I am 
uncertain how this statement moves us on.  
 
I concluded the meeting, at this point, and thanked Gary Overland and County Cllr. Stone for attending  
Keith Weston   
Chair DPC Planning and Highways Committee 

NCC Highways Response 


