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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Ditchingham Village Hall 

Monday 20th March 2023 at 7.30pm  
 

 
Councillors: Julian Green (Chair), Keith Weston (Vice Chair), Brendon Bernard, Yvonne Daplyn, Angela Gifford, 
Georgina Simmonds 

 
Clerk/RFO: Sally Chapman  
Also Present: Three members of the public 
 
Public Forum – for Members of the Public  

• A parishioner reported a pothole on Hollow Hill Road, a fire hydrant and HGVs incorrect use of Thwaite 
Road. 

• The Chair advised the B1332 Norwich Road pavement requires sweeping.  
Action: Clerk to report the above 

• A Hollow Hill Community Orchard volunteer reported they had registered the Hollow Hill Community 
Orchard with The Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.  

• A parishioner expressed an interest in becoming involved with the Hollow Hill Community Orchard and 
supporting Wildlife in Ditchingham. The Clerk asked her to email her directly.  

• The Chair thanked the above parishioners for their support and interest in Ditchingham. 
 

External Reports  
County Councillor Barry Stone and District Councillor Brendon Bernard sent reports uploaded on DPCs 
website: https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/meetings 
 

MINUTES 
1. To consider Apologies for Absence  

None 
 

2. Declaration of Interests and Consider Requests for Dispensation  
None 
 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on 16th January 2023  
The Minutes from the Meetings held on 16th January 2023 were confirmed unanimously as a true and 
accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
 

4. Matters Arising 
From the minutes not on the agenda, nor included in the committee reports. 

a) A Complaint to Newsquest about Misreporting 
The Chair had written to the Editor in Chief at Newsquest regarding the unacceptable conduct of their 
reporter who had attended the January meeting and the inaccurate (misreporting) content of their 
newspaper reports. The Editor of Newsquest has confirmed the online articles had been amended and 
the reporter spoken too. Apologies were offered to DPC.  
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b) Receipt of Letter from & Acknowledgement of Letter to New Rock Solicitors 
A letter had been received from New Rock Solicitors alleging that DPC had misrepresented their 
proposal and requested retraction and apology. On advice of NALC, and given that there was no 
misrepresentation, the letter has been acknowledged with no further comment. 
 

5. Finance 
a) To Receive the Current & Approve Receipts & Payments  

Councillors approved unanimously the Finance & Budget Reports and the Receipts & Payments as 
attached.  

b) To Consider Continued Support of The Parishioner Parish Magazine & Website 
Councillors resolved to continue supporting The Parishioner Parish Magazine & Website with a grant 
of £750.00 for the new year and to supply articles. The page count & content would be kept under 
review for further funding.                                                                                                                 Action: Clerk 

c) To Approve Hollow Hill Orchard Tree Watering Quotation  
Councillors proposed the Clerk had delegated authority to approve a quotation up to the sum of 
£1,000 for watering in 2023.                                                                                                               Action: Clerk 

d) To Consider General Reserves Balances 
Councillors agreed the General Reserves were low and resolved to vire from the Lychgate & Cemetery 
Maintenance and Play Area New Equipment & Repairs Restricted Reserves to maintain 50% of the 
precept in the General Reserves balance. 

e) The King’s Coronation  
- To Consider a Village Sign Plaque  
   Councillors agreed to purchase a King Charles III plaque for the Village sign. 
- To Consider an Event or Gift - SNC £200 Grant  
   Councillors resolved to organise a Ditchingham afternoon tea on 7th May 2023 and claim the SNC     
   £200 grant to support this event.                                                                                                   Action: Clerk 

f) Village War Memorial Quotations 
Councillors supports this project in principle and requested the Clerk to find any grants available. 

                                                                                                                                                Action: Clerk 
g) Internal Audit 2022-23 – 12th April 2023 

Councillors noted the above date. 
h) Grounds Maintenance 2023 – update 

The Clerk confirmed she had received the new schedule and the contractors will start in March. 
i) Play Area Roundabout Refurbishment – update 

The Play Area Roundabout is soon going to be removed for refurbishment. 
j) Primary School and Belsey Bridge Road Grit Bin Requests – update 

The Clerk is still waiting to hear from NCC. Councillors informed the two grit bins at Hollow Hill and 
Norwich Road were not used and agreed to move them to the above locations.                Action: KW/BB 

k) Tree Surgery & Tree Warden Report – update 
The tree surgery has been completed and checked by the Tree Warden. The Tree Warden raised two 
further issues which will be checked by the Clerk and a Councillor. 
 

6. Annual Review of Fees, Policies & Statutory Documents  
Councillors resolved to adopt the following Fees, Policies & Statutory Documents 

a) Asset Register - (updated) 
b) Cemetery Fees 
c) Current Code of Conduct Policy – to 4th May 2023  
d) New Local Government Association’s Code of Conduct Policy – from 5th May 2023 
e) General Data Protection Regulations Policy  

http://cratfield.onesuffolk.net/assets/Parish-Council/Policies/CPC-Asset-Register-March-2021.pdf
file:///C:/assets/HPC-Code-of-Conduct-Policy.pdf
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f) Publication Scheme  
g) Risk Assessment  
h) Standing Orders  
i) All other Policies - (as published)  
 

7. Planning and Highways 
a) To Receive the Planning Applications & Decisions Report 

The Chair read out the list of Planning Applications & Decisions since the last meeting. The full list is on 
DPCs website: https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/planning 
 

8.  To receive Internal Reports from Committees (if required) 
a) Chair’s Report – no report 
b) Community Chair’s Report  

- The Chair thanked Cllrs who made the Draper’s Lane bench safe.  
c) Planning & Highways Chair’s Report  

- Dangerous Crossing at Pirnhow Street, Ditchingham – report attached  
  The Chair is planning to write to Cllr Plant NCC Cabinet Member for Highways to review the apparent      
  failure to direct funding to priority areas.  
- The Chair informed the text and photographs are being gathered and discussed the Chicken  
  Roundabout lectern quotation and asked the Clerk to search for any available grants.       Action: Clerk 
 

9. To Consider Issues Not Decided by Committees  
a) Hollow Hill Conservation Area  

Cllr Bernard reported the tree and hedge planting had been completed in February, an additional Oak 
tree was planted by South Norfolk Council and the trees will be mulched soon. SNC has agreed to 
maintain the grass cutting in this area. 

b) Hollow Hill Orchard Tree Watering Quotations 
As point 5.c) above. 
 

10.  To Note Correspondence Received  
a) The South Norfolk Big Litter Pick 2023 - 13th March-30th June 2023 

No volunteers to organise a litter pick this year. 
 

11. Any Other Business   
For discussion and information only, the Council may not make decisions on these items. 

a) Defibrillator Training – c/f 
b) Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Request to install signs indicating war graves at Ditchingham Cemetery 
Councillors approved the Commonwealth War Graves Commission sign at Ditchingham Cemetery to 
be placed on the Lychgate. 

c) Website Statistics for 2022 
The Clerk read out the DPCs website statistics for 2022: 

• Total views in 2022 – 2,751 

• Average per day – 8 views 
d) To Note the Parish Election on Thursday 4th May 2023  

Nomination Papers must be with South Norfolk Council by Tuesday 4th April 2023 
e) Ditchingham United Charities 

Councillors noted Simon Wilkins and Laura Wyatt have joined Ditchingham United Charities 

https://ditchinghampc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/planning
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Committee.  
f) The Dip Goalposts 

Councillors agreed to move the goalposts to allow the grass to regenerate.  
 

12.  To Receive items for the Next Agenda  
a) The Maltings Meadow Grant Request 

 

13. To Confirm the Next Meeting Dates (Planning Meetings arranged as required)  

• Monday 15th May 2023 at 7.30pm – Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parish Council Meeting 

• Monday 17th July 2023 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 18th September 2023 at 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th November 2023 at 7.30pm 
 

The meeting ended at 8.46pm 
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5.a) Financial & Budget Reports  
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8.c) Planning & Highways Chair’s Report  
 

 


